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Amos 6:1a, 4-7; 1 Tim 6:11-16; Lk 16:19-31 

 Our faith tells us that we are beings made up of a body and a soul.  This truth means that 

our existence extends beyond the body we are in, and beyond the world we experience in that 

body.   There is also a common thought that the only thing that exists is the material universe, 

and the only things that could matter are those things that human can experience.  Which one to 

believe?  I have a friend who holds to the second view, and once stated with absolute certainty 

that once we die we just get put in the ground and rot.  As he spoke he eventually got to the point 

of wondering what the whole point of life was anyway - pretty sad and depressing outlook on 

life!  However, we as Christians believe that the reality of an existence after this life - which has 

not been disproven by any science (in fact, a bit to the opposite) - this belief is not just a thing we 

believe to make us feel better, but it is true.  If it is, then life no longer collapse into 

meaninglessness as it did for my friend - life here means something big … in fact life on earth is, 

as we will see, deeply connected to the life after. 

 Look at the Gospel.  We see two people who are in very different states in this life.  There 

is the rich man who does not look for a life hereafter, for someone like this, the only thing that 

matters is this life.  Since there is nothing after (as far as he thinks) then might as well do this life 

with a flash before there is no existence left.  Sounds like a blast, but it still is a sad view of life - 

because according to this philosophy, no matter how good life gets - it still just evaporates and 

then there is nothing - so what’s the point (my friend’s dilemma).  In the story, Lazarus has a 

different situation.  He is poor, he is hungry.  The sores on his body being licked by dogs would 

make him ritually unclean in society, in other words, an outcast.   At the end of both their lives 

they enter into that next life. and the tables are turned; the rich man is in a bad state and 

separated from the comfort of God (symbolized by resting in the bosom of Abraham), while 

Lazarus is now content.  We can feel sorry for the rich man who had the wrong view of how to 

be happy.  He finally sees that he had been wrong - there is a next life which he did not prepare 

for.  It is interesting that the figure of Abraham speaks of the inability to change that status once 

we have died - the state we enter the next life is the one we keep for eternity.  The rich man is in 

torment, and I can’t help but wonder if the thing that torments him the most is his regret now that 

it is too late to make a change in his status - he missed his shot.   What is Jesus trying to say? 



 One of the messages is one that Jesus speaks about many times.  We may not like to hear 

it, maybe my friend who denies the afterlife does not want to hear it, but Jesus assures us that 

there is a life after this one, and more than that, there is more than one state in that life.  This has 

been a consistent message through the history of God’s revelation.  In our fallen state we are out 

of union with God, if we do not achieve and maintain that union during this life where the 

chance is offered to us, then when we die we remain separated from God.  With none of the 

worldly things around to give us pleasure - we are left in a perpetual dryness and regretful 

torment (like the rich man).  We call that state “hell.”  Jesus offers us a pathway through his own 

Body to be reunited to the God from which we are separated by our fallen nature.  If we don’t 

take the path, if we deny the realities Jesus speaks about and put our energy elsewhere, then we 

can wind up like the rich man.  We heard in the first reading:  Thus says the LORD the God of 

hosts:  Woe to the complacent in Zion!  Lying upon beds of ivory, stretched comfortably on their 

couches, they eat lambs taken from the flock, and calves from the stall!  Complacency in not 

getting off our butt and following the path God lays out can lead anyone to a woeful place. 

 My friend was diagnosed with Cancer a little ways back, and as a result of surgery and 

treatment is now healthy.  I was hoping that he would survive here a little longer, and maybe he 

would listen to Jesus and follow the path in the second reading after his scare: But you … pursue 

righteousness, devotion, faith, love, patience, and gentleness.  Compete well for the faith.  Lay 

hold of eternal life, to which you were called.  We are called to eternal life (like the one Lazarus 

received), but we need to lay hold of it.  That is another part of Jesus’ message.  See how the rich 

man did not care for his poor neighbor (even though we read that Lazarus was right at his door), 

he was so self absorbed so unaware that he did not take the opportunity to pursue righteousness 

(and follow the Old Testament rules to care for the poor), he didn’t treat Lazarus with love, 

patience, and gentleness.  Notice how he even still wants Abraham to send Lazarus to wait on 

him like a servant to take care of his needs.  It is in the looking at another as a human being and 

not as a means to an end, it is in the truly feeling love in our hearts and caring for our neighbors 

that we begin to break the self-centeredness that is a barrier to following Jesus’ path.  If we can 

break free from this self-centeredness we can then truly seek a relationship with God in Jesus 

Christ and be made right with God so that we can share in God’s eternal life.  These are ways we 

take hold of eternal life, these are the ways that we bring ourselves to the comfort found in 

resting in God’s bosom - please let us pray for ourselves and all our friends to follow that path.


